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REPORT I
COUNTRY East Germany DATE DISTR. Jan 7 1955
SUBJECT VNOS Post in Soviet Sector of Berlin NO.OFPAGES 5
DATE OF INFORMATION REFERENCES: 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED

25X1
THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
=

Locatlion

See page 4 for pinpoint location of the | VNOS post

1. The VNOS Post, & roofless wooden tower with overall height of 10 m.

25X1

2. 2nd Rifle Co. Hq. bullding where six VNOS personnel were quartered.
3. Soviet-French Sector boundary.

Operating Procedure

1. 8ix persone including a master sergeant were assigned to the VNOS post.
They lived in the company headquarters building (Point 2, page 4) and
received thelr mail through the company post office, 1.e., Military
Post Office 61&91q \ 25X1

2. The slx persones asslgned to the VNOS post worked in three teams, with two
men in each team., The day was divided into four-hour shifts, beginning
at 0600, While one team worked, the other two teams were off duty. - §
During each four-hour shift, cne man of the team on duty served as tele-
grapher in company headquarterse where the communications equipment was 25X 1
located while the other served in the tower. During darkness, the man
normally in the tower stayed in the yard near company headquarters to keep
a listening watch, | |
\ | A sample schedule for one man, how-
ever, 1s given below. o
i 0600 - 1000: off duty
o 1000 - 1400: observation duty in tower
1400 - 1800: off duty
1800 - 2200: off duty
2200 ~ 0200: - observation duty in yard
0200 - 0600: telegrapher duty in company headquarters
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_The platdon‘commander visited the post two or three times each month.
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The soldler posted in the tower communicated by telephone with the
VNOS man in the company headquarters communications section

who then communicated with VNOS company headquarters by CW (key).'
All VNOS personnel were trained to use Cw.l.

The VNOS man on duty in the communications center had radio trangs-
mitting and receiving equipment and maintained a listening watch on
hils receiver,

The observer on duty in the obgservation post was equipped with bino-

culars, a 50 cm,-diameter metal circle, graduated into 360°, and was

equipped with an arrow for determining the direction of flight, various

identiflication aids, such as aircraft silhouettes and plctures of

aircraft, and a telephone to relay information to the VNOS man on

duty as communicator in company headquarters (Point 2, page 4). He

transmitted information on all Planes, both friendly and hostile,

including information on French ajreraft flying from the French air-

drome in the vicinity of the post. This information included the

number of aircraft, type, helght, course, speed, etec. ~

25X1

to insure coordination

the VNOS platoon commanders were located at VNOS company headquarters,

thereby assuring immediate and coordinated action on the part of the

company headquarters.

25X1

driver drove a great distance Go
km '

get to the post, 1i.e., approximately 200 km.

During his monthly visits, the platoon commander usually brought
replacements for those of the six-man detachment who were due to
return to_the company area for further training.

Subordination of VNOS Post

Prior to August 1954, this post belonged to a platoon which wa

of a VNOS Company. In August 195k, | 25X1

the VNOS Company had then become a "radar” regiment
8 regiment was formed to be regponsible for providing
air.warning information for all of Germany; it was controlled from

25X1

Moscow. the original company had not changed 25X1:

its mission or structure and that other unlits were being added to

1t toiform the new regiment. 'This regiment ‘was to have radar equip-

ment asg:well as the observation. postse. . The regimental commander haad

allegedly drrived and wap actively formihg the regiment, . ThHe organiza- !

blon of 1the.regiment, its stréngth, thelocation of wunits, ‘ete,, '
EEEE RN PR I VR S B Sl oy v

oot

ﬁ?re“g?kﬁgwpr : 25X1
Extension of Tour of PVO Personnel

25X1
In August 1954, D1
[ | the tour or auty of all VNOS personnel had been extended from
three to four years in order to glve them time to become more 25X1

proficient in th Itles, This included AA units assigned to
PVO, oqgirﬂnﬁnij"those AA units subordinate to the Air Force.[: 25X1
25X1

all personnel at
HEe usavyual uers [ad proken restrictions and all got violently drunk
when informed of this extension. The reason glven to them for the
extenslon was that their training took so long that additional service
was essentlal to permit them to practice and perfect what they had
learned. ,
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no connection or coordination of VNOS personnel with 25X1
ground force unilts or air forsce unlts. | |VNOS did not o5x1
interfere with infantry matters nor did the infantry concern itselfl
with VNOS matters.

Estimate of Unit Strengths (Hearsay)

leach platoon nad spproximavely 28 persong assigned 25X1
and was responsiblz for four cbsarvabion towers: [ estimated 25X1
company's strength at i0C personnel, 25X1

Mlscellaneous

PhHe 81x personnel in the YNOS detachment each had from 7 be 10 yesrs
of edueation.
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Overlay of Schwarz Stadt Plan,
Gross Berlln, Scale 1:25,000,
: French Section 20 Reinickendorf,
, Pinpoint location of VNOS Post .
and blllets of VNOS detachment. <

17 | 18

Company Hq where VNOS
yersonnel were quartered and -
?rom which lntercept data was sent by VNOS

parsonnel by CW

Ahorn St.
Eisen S¢t..

Wiesen St.

Soviet-French Sector
boundary

Location of VNOS Observation Tower
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VNOS Observation Tower,
‘€wo meters square, a roofless
‘wooden box L
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